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Lesson 1: Information systems









Predicting the Great British Weather

Find the homepage of the UK Met Office http://www.metoffice.gov.uk
Did you know…?

The Met Office (‘Met’ stands for Meteorological) is part of the Ministry of Defence. In times of war, the weather is very important to military action. For example, in World War II, if parachutists were to jump behind enemy lines, they would need conditions that made it safe for flying, yet with little moonlight and enough cover from the weather to avoid early detection.

Activity 1: Click on some of the links on the website. You will see some of the outputs we need from the Met Office. Write at least four of them below.


Activity 2: Find the latest satellite image of the UK. Copy and paste it in the space below, and write some suggestions underneath it about what sort of people you think would find this useful.


Processes and inputs

Creating weather forecasts is a specialised skill. The process of making forecasts cannot begin until basic data has been collected. This data forms the inputs of a weather forecasting system.

Activity 3:  For each of the inputs listed below, name at least one data collection method, and where possible, give a simple sketch of the methods used. Use the internet to research your answers. 
Click on http://www.econet.org.uk/weather/ or http://www.weatherwizkids.com/ to get you started.
Inputs

	Input
	Data collection method
	Sketch of method

	Temperature
	
	

	Humidity


	
	

	Rainfall


	
	



	Input
	Data collection method
	Sketch of method

	Wind


	
	

	Cloud


	
	

	Visibility


	
	

	Sunshine


	
	

	If you have time, log on to: http://www.xcweather.co.uk/
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Outputs:





1. 





2. 





3. 





4. 





Name:





Name:





Name:
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